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What's the Purpose 
of the Union

❖ Representation !
❖ Advocacy 
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– HF Verwoerd, minister of native affairs

“"There is no place for [the Bantu] in the European 
community above the level of certain forms of 
labour ... What is the use of teaching the Bantu 

child mathematics when it cannot use it in 
practice? That is quite absurd. Education must 

train people in accordance with their opportunities 
in life, according to the sphere in which they live."!
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–Punt Janson, Deputy Minister Of Bantu Education 

“"I have not consulted the African people on the 
language issue and I'm not going to. An African 

might find that 'the big boss' only spoke Afrikaans 
or only spoke English. It would be to his 

advantage to know both languages."!
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– H F  V E R W O E R D  

“‘where possible the various types of schools now 
in existence must be controlled by whites, in co-

operation with bodies composed of Bantu 
members. 
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The main architect of Bantu education, Dr. H.F.Verwoerd 
asserted in his speech presented before the Senate of the 

Parliament of the Union of South Africa that,



Definition 

!
A set of !
❖ Fundamental principles !
❖ Established precedents - !
According to which our Union is 
governed !
These rules together constitute what, the 
Union is
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Aim

❖ to eradicate all forms of 
discrimination in education and!

❖  to strive towards a free and 
democratic system of education 
in South Africa. !

❖ to overcoming the serious 
legacies of apartheid education, 
and !

❖ to launch a transformative 
programme of national 
reconstruction and development.
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– F R A N T Z  FA N O N

“"Sometimes people hold a core belief that is very 
strong. When they are presented with evidence 
that works against that belief, the new evidence 

cannot be accepted. It would create a feeling that 
is extremely uncomfortable, called cognitive 

dissonance. And because it is so important to 
protect the core belief, they will rationalize, ignore 
and even deny anything that doesn't fit in with the 

core belief.” 
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Purpose of the Constitution 

Creates, maintains!

❖ Hierarchy/Protocol !
❖  Uniform organizational discipline!

❖ Minority subordinated to majority!
❖  Individuals to organization!
❖ Lower structures to higher 

structures!

❖ Limits powers!
❖ Structures
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At this point let's hear what  Chairman Mao says 
“Within the ranks of the people, democracy is correlative 

with centralism and freedom with discipline. They are 
the two opposites of a single entity, contradictory as well 
as united, and we should not one-sidedly emphasize one 
to the denial of the other. Within the ranks of the people, 
we cannot do without freedom, nor can we do without 

discipline; we cannot do without democracy, nor can we 
do without centralism. This unity of democracy and 
centralism, of freedom and discipline, constitutes our 
democratic centralism. Under this system, the people 

enjoy extensive democracy and freedom, but at the same 
time they have to keep within the bounds of socialist 

discipline." !
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What is then an organization 
An organisation 

❖ is a body of people- not one person acting 

alone- 

❖ who share common purpose and goals 

and

❖  have an organisational structure

❖ Implied in the structure is that we must 

perform certain functions assigned to us 
that


❖  ADVANCE the purpose of the organisation

❖ This is what we call solidarity which is the 

opposite of anarchy or disorganization

❖  In joining and remaining in an organisation 

involves important considerations such as 
whether one trusts, believes in, agrees with 
and understands the organisation's 
purpose and goals.
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Structures 
❖ National Congress!
❖ National General Council!
❖ National Executive Committee!
❖ NWC !
❖ Provincial Conference !
❖ Provincial General Council!
❖ Provincial Executive Committee !
❖ PWC!
❖ RTGM!
❖ REC!
❖ BTGM!
❖ BGM!
❖ SSC!
❖ BEC!
❖ Site Committee 
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Powers and Functions 

Any constitution has this 
huge responsibility to 
limit powers in order to 
create certainty and 
protects its unity

!

!

!

PDF
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Roles and Responsibilities 

❖ Allocating responsibilities in 
terms of the Constitution and 
Organogram/ Organizational 
Structure 
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Thanks 
Asante 
Ndza Khensa

Unity and Cohesion of 
SADTU is Sacrosanct 
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